
 

       
      

Covenant Partnership Class 

Handouts 

•  Hope Church By-laws  

•  The Family Room   

•  Statement of Basic Beliefs  

•  Covenant Partnership Information  

•  Covenant Partnership Agreement 

What is needed from me today?  

•  Information Form  
Please fill this document out in its entirety and turn it in today.  

•  Basic Beliefs Form                                                                                                                                                         
If you need additional time, this can be turned in later.  

• Covenant Partnership Agreement Form                                                                                                                                                     
If you need additional time, this can be turned in later. 

What are we going to cover today?  

•  Information Form  
Please fill this document out in its entirety and turn it in today.  

•  Basic Beliefs Form                                                                                                                                                         
If you need additional time, this can be turned in later.  

• Covenant Partnership Agreement Form                                                                                                                                                     
If you need additional time, this can be turned in later. 



 

The Family Room 

GOSPEL-CENTERED CHURCH
  

The most important thing you could ever know about Hope Church is that the Gospel of Jesus Christ is both the beginning and 
the ending of everything we do. The Gospel is our message, it determines our methods and it drives our mission. We are a 
Gospel centered Church. That means we apply the sinless life of Jesus, the sacrificial death of Jesus and the supernatural 
resurrection of Jesus in, and to every area of ministry. Our fellowship as friends is based on the Gospel (Philippians 1:5). Our 
mission’s efforts, our Church gatherings, our singing, our serving and our lives are all a reflection of the Gospel. (1 Corinthians 
9:23, Philippians 1:27, Colossians 1:21-23). 
  
Jesus came to earth to fulfill the Gospel (2 Corinthians 5:21) And the Church exists for the spread of the Gospel (1 Corinthians 
9:16-23) (Romans 1:16). The Gospel isn’t just a verse in the song of Hope Church – It’s the entire song, and we pray God will 
teach us new ways to sing it more clearly, more loudly and more boldly than ever before. If we yelled through an amplified 
megaphone we still couldn’t stress loudly enough the importance of existing, living and functioning as a Gospel centered 
Church.  

It is so important that you should never identify with a Church that isn’t Gospel saturated and Gospel centered. The greatest 
demand you should make of any Church congregation is that they have a correct view of who Jesus is, what Jesus has done 
and His authority over the Church that He purchased by shedding His own blood.    
  
Please know that you can be completely confident that all of our Hope Church locations are now, and will continue to be fully 
committed to the responsibility of presenting the truth of the Gospel without deviation or compromise.  Since the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ is the power of God to salvation (Romans 1:16) we can’t alter or abandon that truth. 

For His Glory, Pastor Brian Edwards 

GOSPEL-CENTERED COMMUNITY 

• Christians work together like a family (1 Timothy 3:15; 5:12) 

• Christians work together like a body. We have different functions but we are all important (Romans 12:4-5;       1 

Corinthians 12:16-17) 

• Christians guard the well-being of other Christians (Acts 2:44 – 45, Galatians 6:10) 

• They strive to live peaceably with one another (Romans 12:18 Heb. 12:14) 

• Christians confess to one another without fear of betrayal (James 5:16) 

• Christians apologize for their offenses against others (I Cor. 6:1-20) 

• Christians faithfully attend services and intentionally exhort one another (Heb. 10:25) 

• Christians actively engage in discipleship (fulfilling the Great Commission) (Matt. 28:19-20) 

• Christians live to glorify God (I Cor. 6:20) 



The Family Room 

THIS IS HOPE CHURCH

Hope Church is not a building – Hope Church is people. It’s always been people.  

When there were only six of us meeting in an old, dirty upstairs office room that smelled like the karate studio next door, we 

had nothing more than great people. Now, all these years later there are hundreds more of us, in multiple locations, but Hope 

Church still believes our most valuable asset is the only one Jesus died for, people.  

That’s why we are so excited that you feel God nudging you in our direction. What you will realize as you make your way 

through the next several pages is that Hope Church is anything but ordinary and average. God has done extraordinary things 

through our Church, and the great thing is, He’s still writing our story.  

Hope Church is a Church where lives are changed – not just improved – changed! Families are put back together, broken 

relationships are restored and people who are far from God learn that God is not far from them.  

Hope Church is a Church that doesn’t just say to people, “we love you.”  But Hope Church gives sacrificially to the people 

around us to show our love because of God’s love.  Are we perfect? No! And we will never, not even for a second claim to be – 

we’re a family with faults, but since we’re a family we love one another anyway.  

Thank you for being willing to go beyond the front door – Thank you for being willing to check out the Family Room.  

Hopefully, you will find the information contained in this folder so aligned with where you are spiritually, that you will feel 

complete peace in your heart about becoming a part of our family.  

THIS IS HOPE CHURCH’S LEADERSHIP STRUCTURE
  
• Jesus is the Senior Pastor of the Church. 

• Pastors & Elders who are called by Jesus lead the Church under Jesus’ authority. 

• Deacons are lead servants in the Church, and according to scripture have authority over servant ministry. 

• Covenant Partners (Members of the Church) are the life of the Church.  

No local church could ever move forward without committed families and individuals.  

People are the Church and are ultimately empowered by Jesus to be the Church. 

 (1 Timothy 3:1-13; 1 Timothy 5:17; Titus 1:5-9; Acts 6:1-3; Eph.4:12-16; Peter 4:10-11) 
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THIS IS OUR DNA

JESUS IS TO ALWAYS BE THE CENTER FOCUS OF THE CHURCH: 

• He’s the only celebrity in the church 
• He’s to always be the foremost object of our affection 
• The pastor’s identity should never be promoted beyond the church’s commitment to the gospel 

(Col. 1:18; Acts 4:11; Eph. 2:20) 

WE SUBMIT TO THE AUTHORITY OF THE BIBLE OVER THE TRADITIONS OF MEN: 

• Our pursuit is to be biblical, not traditional 
• We will not teach anything as doctrine that is no clearly defined in scripture 

(Gal. 2:20, 2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Peter 1:20) 

THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF THE CHURCH IS TO EQUIP THE SAINTS FOR THE WORK OF THE 
MINISTRY: 

• Not to reach the lost 
• Healthy, equipped saints reach the lost 

(Eph. 4:12; 2 Cor. 5:18; Heb. 13:21) 

IT’S NOT ABOUT “GOING TO CHURCH” BUT RATHER ABOUT “BEING THE CHURCH” 

• Public worship should not be seen as “going to church” 
• Church is the corporate gathering of God’s people 

(1 Cor. 3:16-17; Eph. 2:21) 

WE ARE TO “ROLL AWAY” THE STONES THAT KEEP PEOPLE FROM EXPERIENCING THE POWER OF 
JESUS 

• Doing what we can, so He can do what we can’t. 
(John 11:38-44; Matt. 15:1-14; Col. 2:8) 

MISSIONS SHOULD BE A LIFESTYLE RATHER THAN A PROGRAM 

• Christians are to live generously 
• Not only through giving but serving 

(Matt. 25:35-46; 1 Cor. 4:11-13) 

WE ARE DIFFERENT IN OUR PREFERENCES, BUT ONE IN OUR OBJECTIVE 

• We believe in unity of the basis of common goals 
(Rom. 15:5-6; Phil. 1:27) 

GOD HONORS PLANTING, NOT SPLITTING 

• A healthy church gives birth to other churches 
(1 Cor. 1; Luke 10:2) 
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CONNECTION GROUPS 

PURPOSE STATEMENT OF CONNECTION GROUPS

The purpose of groups is to make disciples through gospel-centered community, the context of discipleship. 

Though each Christian has a personal relationship with God, that relationship is not individual or private. The Christian faith is 
not intended to be lived in isolation. We were made for community—relationship with God and with each other. The local 
church is not merely a place that we attend but a people to whom we belong. The Bible calls us members of the body (1 
Corinthians 12:12-31) with the expectation that we contribute to the body for the glory of God and the good of His people.  

Gospel-centered community is a radical call amid a culture of mere attendance and casual involvement. It involves mutual 
love, care, consistency and authenticity as we seek to adorn the person and work of Christ with our lives.  

We pursue and live out gospel-centered community through home based Connection Groups and bible study based Hope 
Groups. Made up of men and women from all generations of life, these groups meet throughout the week for fellowship, care, 
prayer, accountability, sharing stories and studying God’s Word.  

They’re a place where we work to consider each other over ourselves. No group is perfect, and no two groups are exactly the 
same. We don’t expect them to be. Because people are messy, groups are messy. 

GROUP DYNAMICS

• Structure and Size 

 The ideal size of a Group is 10–15 individuals, but size is ultimately determined by pastor/elder based on abilities  of 
group leader. 

• Frequency 

 Connection Groups generally meet from January - June and September - December. 

 Connection Group meetings align with the church calendar, based on a four-week month: 

 •   1st - 3rd week: Groups participate in sermon-based discussion.  
•  4th - 5th week: Group leaders choose whether or not to meet for a non-study gathering. 

• Group Gatherings 

 Connection Group gatherings are approximately 1 1/2 - 2 hours in length: 

 •   There’s a meet and greet time (Hi’s and Low’s of the week) 
•  There’s a time of sermon based discussion 
•  There’s a time of prayer requests and group prayer 

• Service and Multiplication 

 Connection Groups members grow in gospel-centered service and gospel-centered worship through volunteer 
opportunities, giving, etc. 



• Entry Points 

 Individuals join Connection Groups by invitation from a group member, with consent from the Connection Group leader or 
by attending GroupConnect. 

GROUPCONNECT

People interested in getting plugged into the community and discipleship that take place in Hope Church Connection Groups 
can simply contact the church office and someone from our church leadership will be in touch soon to help them find a group. 

The best way to find out more about Connection Groups is at GroupConnect, our main connection event.  GroupConnect is an 
event that we put on two times per year to connect people into life-giving community groups. At GroupConnect people have 
the chance to meet Connection Group leaders, find out which groups are launching in their area, and learn how to get 
connected with them. 

GroupConnect is a 1 1/2 hour event where people meet and connect with others in their area of town and stage of life to start 
a community group. Members of a group are asked to initially commit to meet together for four weeks. This time is spent 
getting to know each other and doing a sermon-based discussions together. At the end of the four weeks, group members 
decide to either continue with the group, or wait and join a different group at another time. 
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VOLUNTEER MINISTRY TEAMS 

PURPOSE STATEMENT OF MINISTRY TEAMS

The purpose of ministry teams is to provide a vehicle for followers of Jesus to use their gifts, talents, and abilities to serve 
their community, on Sunday mornings, in our neighborhoods, in our city and around the world. 

At Hope Church we believe in moving from spectators to participants in the mission of God.  He has designed us for a specific 
purpose and equipped each of us with specific gifts, talents, and abilities.  We strongly believe that God intends for all of us to 
use these attributes for His glory and purposes.   

We have formed different Ministry Teams to fit each individual, based on what God has equipped them with.  Whether its 
helping guests find a parking spot, greeting and escorting people, holding an infant, operating the sound booth or anything in 
between, our Ministry Teams are connection opportunities to the work of Jesus. 

There is no greater joy than to know that you are being used by God in a way that is making an eternal impact on others.  If 
you feel like it’s time to get off the sideline and get in the action, then serving on a Ministry Team is the place to volunteer. 

FIRST IMPRESSIONS MINISTRY TEAM

It has been said, “You only have one chance to make a first impression.” The eternal value of our mission and message at 
Hope Church makes this quote a critical one. Our goal as the First Impressions team is to allow the Holy Spirit to use us to 
break down the spiritual barriers that people have built up by providing a warm and welcoming atmosphere for our guests as 
they arrive. We are committed to excellence, and to providing an atmosphere where people can connect with Jesus in a real 
and personal way. 

YOUTH DEVELOPMENT MINISTRY TEAM

We want the children who walk through the doors of Hope Church to understand and believe from an early age that there is 
nothing in life better than Jesus.  And from there, we desire to see them walk faithfully with Jesus every day of their life.  
What would it mean for our church, our community, and our world if we raise up a generation committed to the gospel? 

Our purpose is to faithfully serve our children every week - teaching them to love Jesus, showing them they can have fun with 
Jesus, and making sure they stay safe in Jesus. 

GROWTH IN GRACE MINISTRY TEAM

Personal growth in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ is biblically interwoven with living life together with fellow 
followers of Jesus in smaller groups.  Biblical community is absolutely essential to people connecting to God and each other.  
We live that out in sermon based discussion groups called Connection Groups. 



MISSIONS & OUTREACH MINISTRY TEAM

The primary focus of missions and outreach is to practically take the gospel message to local and distant groups through 
servant evangelism.  Meeting people’s felt needs, partnering with other churches, as well as planning and executing special 
events to show the world that Jesus loves them and we do too.  Short-term mission trips to other cities and countries 
coinciding with local outreach through out Food Pantry create a balance in outreach. 

PRAISE & WORSHIP MINISTRY TEAM

In order to help people fully embrace the majesty and glory of God we must create an atmosphere where people can freely 
worship God through music.  Whether it’s singing or  instrumentals God honoring and praise filled music helps bring people 
into a place where their attention is focused on God.  This allows the proclamation of God’s word to more effectively penetrate 
our hearts. 

SIGHT & SOUND MINISTRY TEAM

In our day and time audio and video means of communication have become the primary means of relaying information.  The 
use of amplified instruments and creative images help set the atmosphere for a smooth flowing service.  Also, the use of web 
based services and websites are the 21st century way of letting people know who you are.  With multiple services and 
locations it takes a lot of time, energy, and resources to make these things possible. 

BUILDING & FACILITIES MINISTRY TEAM

The upkeep of our campus is a constant and ongoing project.  From maintenance and janitorial needs in the buildings to 
grounds keeping the lawns and parking lots, it takes a lot of time and effort to make sure God’s property looks like it should.   
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COVENANT PARTNERSHIP 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BECOME A COVENANT PARTNER?
  
  
Hope Church is mobilized by covenant partners. Without each partner’s contribution, the church cannot operate at full 
effectiveness. Fulfilling the mission of the gospel in our communities, the work of the gospel in our neighborhoods, and 
serving one another in a way that honors God becomes impossible without the dedication of covenant partners. 
  
Covenant Partners are those who have placed their faith in the finished work of Christ, and have obediently surrendered to 
Christ’s command to be baptized. 

Covenant Partners also commit to promote and serve the cause of Christ in the church. They are devoted to their church and 
work to ensure its health and wellbeing.   

Covenant partners individually reveal their love for the church by giving their time, talent and treasure to help fulfill the 
mission of their church.  

At Hope Church we avoid the term member and refer to those who are committed to our ministry as covenant partners. But 
why is membership referred to as Covenant Partnership? 

• Member implies privilege and entitlement. 

• Member implies exclusivity and elitism. 

• Partner implies common mission and effort. 

• Partner implies belonging and commitment. 

At Hope Church ministry is carried out because of Covenant Partners  
who willingly labor in the Lord.  

(Matthew 22:36-40, Galatians 6:10, 1 Peter 4:10-11) 

WHY SHOULD YOU BECOME A COVENANT PARTNER?
  

• Covenant Partnership acknowledges your belief in the ministry of Hope Church that includes agreement with our doctrinal 
statement, vision and mission. 

• Covenant Partnership takes you from being a spectator to a participator. We give together, we serve together and we 
celebrate together.  



• Covenant Partnership places you under the care and leadership of our Elders who guide you in God’s Word and pledge to 
guard the well being of those who make up the family of Hope Church 

• Covenant Partnership calls you to make a commitment. It also provides a healthy level of accountability and opportunity. 

• Covenant Partnership allows the leadership of our local church to identify those who are serious about our mission and 
vision. 

• Covenant Partnership allows you to be obedient to the Word of God by partnering with a local church body. 
  

HOW CAN ONE BECOME A COVENANT PARTNER?
  

• Complete the Covenant Partnership Class 

• Affirm that you are a follower of Jesus Christ. 

• Commit to baptism, if you haven’t been baptized previously. 

• Agree with our Statement of Basic Belief and submit to our By-laws. 

• Sign our Partnership Covenant. 

   



 

Statement of Basic Belief 

The following Statement of Basic Belief represents the core orthodox beliefs of the Church from a biblical and historical 
perspective. While Church Partners are not required to fully understand or articulate all aspects of the Statement of Basic 
Belief, the explicit rejection of any part of it disqualifies one from partnership in Hope Church. Revisions to the Statement of 
Basic Belief in order to more clearly align to Scripture shall be at the sole discretion of the Executive Elders, with the 
understanding that such changes will be communicated to the Partners of the Church.  

We believe . . .  

 • The Scriptures are true, authoritative and sufficient (Psalm 19:7-11; 2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:20-21).  

 • There is only one God (Deuteronomy 6:4; Isaiah 46:9-10; John 17:3, 1 Corinthians 8:4:-6; 1 Timothy 2:5).  

 • The Father is God. The Son is God. The Holy Spirit is God. The Father is neither the Son nor the Holy Spirit. The Son 
is neither the Father nor the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is neither the Father nor the Son (Genesis 1:26; Psalm 
45:6-7; Psalm 110:1; Matthew 3: 13-17; Matthew 28: 17-20; 1 Corinthians 12:4-6).  

 • I am, along with all humanity (Christ excluded), by birth and action a sinner (Genesis 6:5; Psalm 51:5; Jeremiah 
17:9; Romans 3:23; 5:8, 12-21, 7:18; Ephesians 2:1-3).  

 • The deserved penalty for sin is death, both physical and spiritual (Genesis 2:15-17; Genesis 3:19, Romans 5:12; 
6:23, James 1:14-15).  

 • Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God, was born of a virgin and is both fully God and fully human (Matthew 1:20; 
Luke 2:52; John 1:1-4, 14; Colossians 1:15-20; Hebrews 1:1-3).  

 • Jesus Christ died as my substitute to pay the penalty for my sin (John 1:29; 10:1-18, Romans 5:8, 1 Corinthians 
15:1-4; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Galatians 1:4; 1 Peter 3:18).  

 • Jesus Christ physically rose from the dead (Matthew 28:1-20; Mark 16:1-8; Luke 24:1-53; John 1:20-21:25; 1 
Corinthians 15:12-34).  



 • Jesus Christ physically ascended into heaven and will one day physically return (John 14:3; Acts 1:11; 1 
Thessalonians 4:16; Hebrews 9:28; 1 John 3:2; Revelation 1:7).  

 • There will be a future physical resurrection of the dead. Those who trust in Jesus Christ alone will be raised to eternal 
reward. Those who have not trusted in Jesus Christ will be raised to eternal punishment (Matthew 25:31-46; John 
5:28-29; Acts 24-15).  

 • Only by trusting in the person and work of Jesus Christ alone can one be reconciled to God and experience true life 
and joy (John 3:18, 14:6; Acts 4:12; Romans 3:21-26; 1 Timothy 2: 5-6).  



 

Covenant Partner Information 

  Name: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

  Address: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

  City/State: __________________________________________________   Zip:____________________ 

  Date of Birth: _________________________________________________________________________ 

  

  Email: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

  Phone: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

  Are you in a Connection Group?     Yes    No  (Please Circle) 

  Leader Name: ________________________________________________________________________ 

  Are you interested in joining a Ministry Team?    Yes    No  (Please Circle) 

  1st Choice: ________________________________________________________________________ 

  2nd Choice: ________________________________________________________________________ 

  



 

Covenant Partner Agreement 

The church is the means by which God is accomplishing His purposes in the world. The church exists to display the glory of 
God because all things exist for His glory. Followers of Jesus have been invited graciously into God’s redemptive purposes for 
the world through the church.  

One of Hope Church’s  greatest convictions is that church membership should be meaningful. Therefore, we believe it is 
important to covenant together as a church family. As partners of Hope Church, We therefore covenant with God and with 
each other: 

TO PROTECT THE UNITY OF HOPE CHURCH:

By acting in love toward other members ...By refusing to gossip ...By following leadership 

"So then let us pursue what makes for peace and for mutual upbuilding." (Romans 14:19) 

"Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly love, love one another earnestly from a pure 
heart," (1 Peter 1:22) 

"Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give 
grace to those who hear." (Ephesians. 4:29) 

"Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to give an 
account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you." (Hebrews 13:17) 

TO SHARE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF HOPE CHURCH:

By praying for its growth ...By inviting the unchurched to attend ...By warmly welcoming our guests 

"To the church ... We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning you in our prayers,"    
(1 Thessalonians 1:2) 

"And the master said to the servant, ‘Go out to the highways and hedges and compel people to come in, that my house may 
be filled." (Luke 14:23) 

"Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God." (Romans 15:7) 

TO SERVE THE MINISTRY OF HOPE CHURCH THROUGH:

Discovering my gifts & talents ...Developing a servant's heart ...Being equipped & choosing to serve 

"As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace:" (1 Peter 4:10) 

"And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of 
ministry, for building up the body of Christ," (Ephesians 4:11-12) 

"Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you 
look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others." (Philippians 2:3-4) 



TO SUPPORT THE VISION, MISSION & PURPOSES OF HOPE CHURCH

By attending faithfully ...By living a godly life ...By generous regular financial giving 

"not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day 
drawing near." (Hebrews 10:25) 

"Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear 
of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel,"  
(Philippians 1:27) 

"On the first day of every week, each of you is to put something aside and store it up, as he may prosper, so that there will be 
no collecting when I come." (1 Corinthians 16:2) 

"The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 
Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver."  
(2 Corinthians 9:6-7) 

_________________________________________________________________                                 
Your name printed please 

_________________________________________________________________  __________________              
Your Signature          Date 

           


